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South Pacific Coast Railroad passenger train headed by 
engine #6, 4-4-0, at Boulder Creek station during the 
days of narrow gauge railroading in the Santa Cruz area, 
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Town Restores 
“Wildcat RR" 


jy Wildcat Railroad, famous minia- 
ture railroad operated by our retired 
Engineer Billy Jones on his ranch at Los 
Gatos, suffered a disastrous fire last 
month — and Billy ‘learned how many 
friends he has. 

The Wildcat Railroad, circling through 
a prune orchard, has given rides to hun- 
dreds of children and has helped raise 
money for many charities. Its real steam 
engines, with cars big enough for a dozen 
or so children to ride on at a time, were 
dedicated in October, 1943, with a num- 
ber of SP people attending. The layout 
has been Billy’s pride and joy ever since, 
and his chief railroading interest after 
he retired in 1949 from his job of pilot- 
ing our Daylight streamliners. 


Everyone Helped 

To help rebuild the burned-out rail- 
road the townspeople of Los Gatos 
turned out in such force that the Los 
Gatos auxiliary police had to send five 
men to Billy's ranch to handle parking 
and traffic. An architect drew up plans 
for the new railroad buildings. Bricks, 
plumbing and concrete were donated by 
Los Gatos firms. Eight contractors with 
40 men volunteered their labor. A “Wild- 
cat Fund” was set up by community 
leaders, with donations being accepted 


at all Los Gatos and Saratoga banks, to 
provide needed cash. A master mechanic 
from Southern Pacific arranged for tech- 
nical shop help. 
All Anonymous 

And the best part of it all, in Billy's 
opinion, is that all those who helped 
asked him for no publicity. They want 
no names mentioned. 

Now that the Wildcat Railroad is run- 
ning again Billy is prouder of it than 
ever. 











Excursion Calendar 


AUGUST 5 Joint Railfan Picnic at 
Felton Big Trees via Southern Pac. 
ific's "Suntan Special". 

AUGUST 19 Nor-Cal's "skunk" trip 
over the California Western R.R, 
including bus from S.F.. 

SEPT 1-2-3 Central Coast "Inside 
Gateway" trip to Wishram, Oregon, 
via Western Pacific, Great North- 
ern and S.P.&. 

SEPT. 22-23 R&LHS-Cal Nevada trip 
to Eureka on Northwestern Pacific 
"Redwood"--daylight both ways. 


OCTOBER 7 Bay Area Electric's Key 
System trip. 
OCTOBER 14 Railway & Loco's trip 


to Modesto via Southern Pacific, 
OCTOBER 20 or 21 Central Coast's 
Santa Clara Valley branch line 
tour--Berryessa and Alamitos. 
OCTOBER 21 Central Coast trip 
San Jose to Carbona via W.P, 
using steam engine 94, 
NOR-CAL Edward Bohlen, 1824 Belburn 
Drive, Belmont, California. 
CENTRAL COAST RY Club,-?.0. Box.783, 
San Jose, California. 

R.&L. H.S. J. E. Turner, 1739 
Berkeley Way, Berkeley, Calif. 
CAL NEVADA Arthur Lloyd, Jr., 3533 
Pasadena Drive, San Mateo, Calif. 
BAY AREA ELECTRIC Addison Laflin, 
211° Marin Avenue, Berkeley, Cal. 








The Nevada Northern tentatively plans to operate Sept. 28 and 29 








between McGill and Ruth an old time train consisting of steam engine 
#40, 4-6-0, a combine and coach for passengers in conjunction with 
their 50th Anniversary. Write Utah Railfans Ass'n, 275 E. 2nd North, 
Apt. 5, Bontiful, Utah, for late information. 
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South Pacific Coast 


BIT OF history favored by Joe Rob- 
inson of Oakland’s Randolph Ave., 
who was a fireman for several-old 
engineers of the once renowned 
South Pacific Coast Railroad,. is 

the yarn told by Gilbert Kneiss and 
published 15 years ago in Moody’s Maga- 
zine, a railroad review of short life. Gil 
Kneiss is now the public relations expert 
for Western Pacific Railroad. “Back in the 
gay 1870s,” Kneiss relates, “San Francisco 
was the home of the bonanza kings and 
these awesome personages were pointed out 
when seen in public places much as Holly- 
wood celebrities are today. One San Fran- 
cisco millionaire was A. E. Davis, but it was 
not romantic Comstock mines that was the 
source of his money bags—it’ was plain, 
everyday hog raising. His wealth was just 
as good as that derived from Nevada ores, 
however, and growing weary of being hailed 
far and wide as ‘Hog’ Davis he looked 
around for something a little more fragrant 
with which to become identified. The aroma 
surrounding business was not exactly that 
of the blushing rose just then, but Davis 
thought it was better than the odor of pork 
on the hoof, so into railroading he went. 
Santa Cruz was in the early ’70s the second 
largest port in California and Davis figured 
that a railroad connecting it with San Fran- 
cisco would be a good investment and ac- 
cordingly had a line surveyed, and started 
operations. For a northern terminus he laid 
out a new town and named it after his New 
Jersey birthplace—Newark. It was on the 
east shore of San Francisco Bay almost at 
the southern extremity. Between here and 
San Francisco, a distance of 25 miles, the 
toute would be by water and construction 
was started on a side-wheel ferry that was 
also christened ‘Newark.’ South from this 
hew town the projected route ran through 
tidal swamps and marshes to San Jose, 17 
miles, and thence through Los Gatos and 
over the Coast Range mountains to Felton, 
27 miles farther on. Here a connection would 
be made with the Santa Cruz & Felton 
Railroad which had been opened in October 
of 1875 and would serve as the remaining 
eight miles to tidewater at Santa Cruz. 


Highlights of Early-Day History 
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“Satisfied with these plans, Davis incor- 
porated the South Pacific Coast Railroad 
Company for $100,000 and bought all the 
stock himself except a few directors’ quali- 
fying shares. He then elected himself presi- 
dent and treasurer, appointed his nephew, 
Thomas Davis, as chief engineer, and started 
construction. The $100,000 did not go very 
far—it was to cost $13,000,000 before it was 
completed! ‘Hog’ Davis, now beginning to 
justify his nickname ‘with narrow gauge 
Baldwin 4-4-0’s instead of live porkers, 
fitted up a sumptuous office in the Nevada 
Block as an appropriate background for his 
new estate. However, its sole occupant was 
usually a small boy expert enough with a 
pea-shooter to hit his boss in the neck as he 
stood at the bar across the street and thus 
summon him when business called. By June 
30, 1876, five miles of three-foot track had 
been laid from Dumbarton Point, where 
the ferry slip was building, and the com- 
pany had one engine and 33 miscellaneous 
cars. One year later the rails were laid to 
Los Gatos, a total of 30 miles, and there 
were three engines and 80 cars. Rail and 
ferry services were opened to the public 
June 1, 1878, although the line wasn’t com- 
pleted. The loose shale formation of the 
Coast Range made tunneling difficult. 
Wright’s Station at one end of the long 
summit tunnel and Laurel at the other were 
roaring construction camps until May of 
1880 when through trains finally were run- 
ning into Santa Cruz. Patronage was good 
from the start and Davis thought of extend- 
ing his line down the Salinas Valley and 
through the Pacheco Pass to a connection 
with the then proposed Denver & Rio 
Grande’s transcontinental line that was to 
enter the state near Mohave. But more 
practical problems claimed his immediate 
attention. The ferry trip from San Francisco 
to Newark was much too slow and he de- 
termined to extend the railroad northward 
to Alameda. A route was selected through 
Alvarado, San Lorenzo, and across Bay 
Farm Island, but it was mostly marshland 
and swamps, and there were many who said 
“it couldn’t be done.’ The track would sink 
out of sight, they said, as soon as it was 
built. 
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TOP: South Pacific Coast narrow gauge passenger train on a trestle in 
the Santa Cruz Mountains - S.P, Co. photo 


BOTTOM: South Pacific Coast Railroad narrow gauge passenger train at 
Los Gatos headed by engine No, 6. From the sign on the depot 


it appears to have been taken after 1888 when the S.P. took over. 
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Hectic Weekend 


“At this point,” continues Kneiss, “a real 
bonanza king entered the picture, James G. 
Fair of the Flood-O’Brien-Mackay-Fair at 
Virginia City. He obtained a controlling in- 
terest in the line and assigned the work of 
extending it to a certain Alfred A. Cohen. 
Cohen was an attorney who had been a 
masterful ‘fixer’ for the Central Pacific, but 
was now at outs with the Big Four. Tech- 
nically the extension didn’t prove so diffi- 
cult despite the marshes. Trestles took care 
of that. But when the construction neared 
Alameda they were beginning to step on the 
twes of the powerful Central Pacific and 
obstacles appeared out of nowhere. The Ala- 
tieda City Council refused to grant a fran- 
chise. Jim Fair and ‘Hog’ Davis, however, 
were not in the habit of sitting back and 
taking it. That was where Cohen came in. 
The very next Saturday night it seemed as 
if all the hard-boiled, two-fisted roustabouts 
in Northern California were mysteriously 
gathered along peaceful Encinal Ave. in 
Alameda, and suddenly, out of nowhere, 
picks and shovels appeared and work on the 
harrow gauge was under way again. The 
rival road had been watching. Now it mus- 
tered its own corps of roughnecks and at- 
tempted to wipe out the South Pacific 
Coast’s army, but Cohen had expected that 
and his crew was too big and tough to lick. 
Perceiving the way the battle was going a 
CP. man jumped in a buggy and hastened 





















of an injunction. If blackjacks wouldn’t 
stop these narrow gauge interlopers the 
law would. The judge was out of town, so 
the C.P. man went to another judge’s place 
—and on, and on. All the Alameda County 
judges, so it seemed, were away. Strangely 
enough they were all at the same place—a 
weekend party in the Santa Cruz mountains 
as guests of the South Pacific Coast! By 
Monday morning trains were running 
through to Alameda Point. 

“The extension of the S.P.C. to Alameda 
created the incongruous situation that to get 


from San Francisco to Santa Cruz, a point 





tle in § on the Pacific Ocean, it was first necessary 

to cross San Francisco Bay. The two new 
— ferries, ‘Garden City’ and ‘Bay City,’ were 
pot put on to help the ‘Newark,’ and the im- 


c over. proved service was started from Alameda 












to the home of the nearest judge in search - 
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Point on March 20, 1879. The company had 
its eyes on the ever increasing commuter 
traffic to San Francisco fro mthe Eastbay. 
Six years before the C.P. had run a branch 
to Alameda from its Oakland Pier line, 
bridging the Estuary at Alice St., so now 
the S.P.C. built itself a bridge at Webster 
St. and began carrying Oakland people to 
San Francisco via Alameda. This connection 
was opened to 14th and Franklin Streets in 
the heart of downtown Oakland in 1881 and 
was later extended up Telegraph Ave. 
to Temescal Creek and a junction with the 
horsecars for Berkeley. Timetables for 1881 
show half hour service all day between San 
Francisco and Alameda and the same sched- 
ule was maintained by the Alameda Ferry 
until it was abandoned in 1939 due to the 
routing of trains across the new Bay Bridge. 
There were two through trains daily to 
Santa Cruz and a third as far as San Jose. 
The line was popular because of the beauti- 
ful redwood country and became familiarly 
known as the ‘Picnic Route.’ Sometimes the 
home-bound crowd that filled the little cars 
on Sunday evenings were wont to grow a 
bit boisterous and it was not uncommon 
that in these free-for-alls the merrymakers 
would be thrown off the train all the way 
from Santa Cruz to Alameda Mole, and im- 
prudent police officers who attempted to in- 
tervene were apt to arrive at hospitals with 
their stars pinned to the seats of their pants! 


“But amid it all the South Pacific Coast 
made money. Too much money to suit the 
Southern Pacific.-This company, which had 
taken over the Central Pacific operation in 
1885, cocked an eye at the S.P.C.’s growing 
inroads on its commuter traffic, its noisy 
but profitable picnic trains, its attractive 
redwood freight haul, and the results of this 
squint were inevitable. Jim Fair, tiring of 
his railroad fling, had resigned and Alfred 
Cohen had buried the hatchet with the Big 
Four and was again working for the S.P. 
They +hadn’t liked having him on the other 
side of the fence. So it was now Cohen who 
engineered the surrender of the narrow 
gauge to his ‘octopus’ employers, and the 
days of its independence were over. The 
S.P.C. leased all its properties to the S.P. 
effective July 1, 1888 and Cohen suddenly 
acquired a large estate and a 25-room house 
in Alameda. It was said to be his reward 
from the grateful Big Four. Separate opera- 
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TOP: South Pacific Coast Railroad narrow gauge train headed by engine 
No. 21, 4-6-0, on the siding at Wrights in the Santa Cruz Mount- 
ains. From collection of Randolph Brandt via S.P. Co. 

BOTTOM: South Pacific Coast Railroad depot at Wrights with the farmers 
bringing produce to be shipped out over the narrow gauge. 
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the Santa Cruz depot in 1909 just after standard guage trains started 


runing over the mountains. 


tin of the narrow gauge was maintained 
for many years and when finally the S.P. 
decided to change it over to standard gauge, 
and had indeed startéd with the job, the 
1906 earthquake came along. The temblor 
disclosed the fact that the railroad and the 
San Andreas fault practically coincided 
through the mountains and the line was al- 
most completely wrecked. It was immedi- 
ately rebuilt to standard gauge throughout 
and at the same time a connection was made 
with the main line of the S.P. at Elmhurst, 
‘and South Pacific Coast trains routed to 
Oakland Pier. The Alameda Mole was re- 
tained only for suburban service and the 
stretch across Bay Farm Island was aban- 
doned. 


Washed Out 


“There is no through service today be- 
tween San Francisco and Santa Cruz over 
the old S.P.C. route. The line through the 
Santa Cruz mountains was washed out in 
the winter of 1940-41 and was not rebuilt. 
Between Elmhurst and San Jose the route 
is maintained and traversed by the East Bay 
connections with the Lark, and such. Elec- 
tric trains later ran down Encinal Avenue 
in Alameda where the Sunday quiet was 
shattered by a railroad fight so long ago, 
but even their days were numbered. The 
Centerville branch, which was opened in 
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Photo by Robert McFarland 


1882 and operated by horsepower, is now 
part of the main freight line between San 
Francisco and the East Dumbarton cutoff, 
and possibly the portion of the S.P.C. most 
certain to endure is the old stretch across 
Bay Farm Island, abandoned in 1906; a few 
years ago the S.P. had to jack up this half- 
forgotten track out of the marsh and rebuild 
it as a connection with the Oakland Airport. 
The initials S.P.C. were kept until 1937 on 
the electric trains’ equipment assigned to 
the Alameda run, but in November of that 
year the L.C.C. granted the Southern Pacific 
permission to absorb the line which had 
hitherto been held under lease. It was only 
a matter of bookkeeping, perhaps, but it re- 
moved the last trace of ‘Hog’ Davis’ one- 
time ‘Picnic Route’.” In addition Kneiss 
points out that the South Pacific Coast Rail- 
road Company, leased in July of 1887 by the 
Southern Pacific Company, was a consolida- 
tion of the original South Pacific Coast, the 
Santa Cruz & Felton, the Bay & Coast, the 
Oakland Township, the San Francisco & 
Colorado River, the Félton & Pescadero, and 
the Alameda Branch railroads, laid with 
50-56 pound rail, and in 1898 having 23 
engines, 77 passenger cars and 544 freight 
cars, and a gross earning of more than $800,- 
000. Not bad for a 100-mile railroad! Many 
of the engines were eventually transferred 
to the Carson & Colorado, likewise con- 
trolled by the Southern Pacific. 
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I.C.C, APPROVES SACRAMENTO NORTHERN ABANDONMENT 





The Interstate Commerce Commission has approved the Sacramento 
Northern-Oakland Terminal Railway "package deal" for abandonment of 
the Sacramento Northern between Lafayette and Oakland and the con- 
struction of two miles of line on Union Street in West Oakland to 
connect the Oakland Terminal with the Western Pacific. Eighteen 
miles of SN track will be abandoned between Lafayette and 40th & 
Shafter including the trackage in Shafter Avenue franchise for 
which expired some time ago. The Oakland Terminal will abandon 
service from Yerba Buena yards to 40th & Shafter over the Key Systen, 
The new 2-mile line will run from the Key System tracks at 12th and 


Poplar over Union Street to the Western Pacific tracks at Third and 
Union. 


GREAT NORTHERN will install Syncroscan Centeralized fraffic Control 
between Williston, N.D., and Bainville, Montana. UNION PACIFIC has 
ordered 15 baggage cars and 35 mail storage cars from ACF at a cost of 
35 million dollars for delivery in the second quarter of '57. GREAT 
NORTHERN plans to buy 29 1750-h.p. road switchers and 5 1200-h.p. swit 
chers, BRITISH COLUMBIA ELECTRIC has ordered two 900-h.p. switchers 
from Electro-Motive,. SOUTHERN PACIFIC is "daylighting" its 800 foot 
tunnel at Sudden, California, at a cost of $200,000 expected to take ¢ 
months, 
SACRAMENTO NORTHERN has ordered one 70-ton G.E. diesel for September 
delivery and will trade-in its former Napa Valley 44-ton switcher, 
Controlling interest in the BAMBERGER RAILROAD has been acquired by the a 
Murmanill Corp. of Dallas,Texas. BAMBERGER RR diesel 570 was dam- 
aged in a fire when it hit a gasoline truck stalled on a crossing. 
BRITISH COLUMBIA ELECTRIC Still operates two passenger runs from Mar- 
pole to Steveston and New Westminister pending completion of a highway 
bridge from Marpole across to Lulu Island next April 1st. HAMMOND ks 
LUMBER COMPANY was sold to Georgia Pacific Co., but no change in rail I 















operations. PACIFIC LUMBER 101 and 102, GE 940-h.p. switchers are 
being used in main line haul with #32, 2-8-2 as standby. No. 29, 2-6-2 
is Scotia yard switcher; No. 37, 2-8-2T is Yager woods switcher with 
No. 38 at Yager out of service. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC PASSENGER SERVICE 


The Southern Pacific has filed petitions to abandon the Gerber Loc 
between Sacramento and Gerber and combine the Lark and Starlight on t 
San Francisco-Los Angeles run. Hearings have just concluded on a pet 
ition to abandon the Budd car run between Oakland and Sacramento. 

During hearings on the Budd car the S.®. said they planned to use i 
on the N.W.P.'s Redwood Daylight run---but loads have forced the addit 
ion of a third coach--a modernized, non-streamlined car with reclining 
seats that has been painted silver to match the consist. 

President Russell's quotations in the press about the future of 
passenger service (dim) have given rise to a number of rumors--such 4s 
that Ferry schedules will be cut back to one-boat with only 8 or 9 
round trips. That the Klamath will loose its Pullmans and become a 
head-end train like 90-91 on the Coast Division. That the Owl and 
West Coast will be combined---one wild report even goes so far as t0 
predict that the Pullmans will be routed via Sacramento while a head- 
end train goes via Los Banos. More probable would be a combination 
south of Fresno. The long rumored combination of the Argunaut and 
Imperial may take place this fall the rumors insist. 
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